130    AN ANSWER TO SEVERAL LETTERS

Parliament would take under their consideration, such as will
nowise interfere with England, otherwise than to its ad-
vantage.

The first I shall mention, is touched at m a letter which I
received from one of you, gentlemen, about the highways;
which, indeed, are almost everywhere scandalously neglected.
I know a very rich man m this city, a true lover and saver of
his money, who, being possessed of some adjacent lands, hath
been at great charge in repairing effectually the roads that
lead to them ; and has assured me that his lands are thereby
advanced four or five shillings an acre, by which he gets
treble interest. But, generally speaking, all over the king-
dom the roads are deplorable ,, and, what is more particularly
barbarous, there is no sort of provision made for travellers
on foot; no, not near this city, except in a very few places,
and in a most wietched manner. whereas the English are
so particularly careful in this point, that you may travel there
an hundred miles with less inconvenience than one mile
here. But, since this may be thought too great a reformation,
I shall only speak of roads for horses, carnages, and cattle x

Ireland is, I think, computed to be one-third smaller than
England, yet, by some natural disadvantages, it would not
bear quite the same proportion in value, with the same en-
couragement. However, it hath so happened, for many
years past, that it never arrived to above one-eleventh part m
point of riches, and of late, by the continual decrease of
trade, and increase of absentees, with other circumstances
not here to be mentioned, hardly to a fifteenth part, at Ieast7
if my calculations be right, which I doubt are a little too
favourable on our side

Now, supposing day-labour to be cheaper by one half
here than in England, and our roads, by the nature of our
carriages, and the desolation of our country, to be not worn
and beaten above one-eighth part so much as those of Eng-
land, which is a very moderate computation, I do not see
why the mending of them would be a greater burthen to this
kingdom than to that.

1 Some ten years after Swift wiote the above, the roads of Ireland
were thought to be so good as to attract Whitefield's attention. Lecky
quotes Arthur Young, who found Irish roads superior to those of Eng-
land. (Lecky's "Ireland," vol. i., p, 330, 1892 ed.) [T S.]